20051229.ba v03_n874.bam.20051229

>From ???@??? Wed Dec 28 19:33:08 2005 -0600
Date: Thu, 29 Dec 2005 01:32:32 GMT
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 3874
Message-Id: <20051229013103.19A03408E1@srvr1.theporch.com>

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 3874

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: KPH east? Expedition to WSL
	by "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com>
  2) Re: KPH east? Expedition to WSL
	by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
  3) Aeronautical Moblie  
	by Robert Lawson <w4rl@bellsouth.net>
  4) Re: find the bulb...
	by Tom Norris <r390a@bellsouth.net>
  5) Re: find the bulb...
	by Raymond COte <rjcote@hawaii.rr.com>
  6) Re: KPH east? Expedition to WSL
	by Richard Dillman <ddillman@igc.org>
  7) Improving  how your Johnson works
	by "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com>
  8) 516F-2 115/230 primary
	by "Comarow, Avery" <ACOMAROW@usnews.com>
  9) Re: Improving  how your Johnson works
	by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 10) "New" WSL Photos
	by Richard Dillman <ddillman@igc.org>
 11) Re: {Collins} 516F-2 115/230 primary
	by Kim Herron <kherron@voyager.net>
 12) Fw: 516F-2 115/230 primary
	by =?iso-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Guibert?= <aguibert@sympatico.ca>
 13) RE: "New" WSL Photos
	by "WF2U" <wf2u@starband.net>
 14) Re: find the bulb...
	by "Nick England" <nick@3rdtech.com>
 15) Re: find the bulb...
	by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 16) ADMINISTRIVIA: Posting Admin Requests
	by listown@nanniandjack.com (Mail List Owner)
 17) New list member, Jason N1SU with a question about 0B2
	by Jason Buchanan <jsb@digistar.com>
 18) Re: GB> 200-300MHz FM Broadcast Band?
	by "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com>
 19) Re: New list member, Jason N1SU with a question about 0B2
	by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
 20) Re: New list member, Jason N1SU with a question about 0B2
	by Jason Buchanan <jsb@digistar.com>
 21) 0B2 regulators
	by Jason Buchanan <jsb@digistar.com>
 22) Re: New list member, Jason N1SU with a question about 0B2
	by "Morris Odell" <vilgotch@bigpond.net.au>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Message-ID: <006401c609cf$49c58700$6501a8c0@akorn.net>
From: "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: KPH east? Expedition to WSL
Date: Sun, 25 Dec 2005 22:48:49 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> demolished. Some took SP-600 receivers from the site, and
various other
> pieces of equipment.

Lucky fellows you were! I can't remember the last time I
fell into a deal like that.

I know of a fellow south of me who stole a BC348 from a poor
ole WWII vet who had a scrap yard when the owner wouldn't
sell it to him. I guess that's not the same.

73 Tom


------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <p06230900bfd54e5e4de3@[192.168.1.2]>
Date: Sun, 25 Dec 2005 23:41:17 -0800
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
Subject: Re: KPH east? Expedition to WSL
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"

Dick,

What a wonderful, detailed report and such excellent images.

The site is, as the British say, a bit of a pig's breakfast. My guess 
is that there is too little left to get going again.

Comment invited!

Again, thanks to Dick Dillman for this work.

Peace,

Scott

------------------------------
Message-ID: <43ADC65D.1010701@bellsouth.net>
Date: Sat, 24 Dec 2005 16:06:21 -0600
From: Robert Lawson <w4rl@bellsouth.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Aeronautical Moblie  
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have forgotten Santa's aeronautical mobile callsign he had years ago 
before there was tracking by NORAD. And did he or one of the raindeer 
act as the onboard radio officer ?????

I remember having my little ones 20 to 25 years ago out here in the 
shack with me on Christmas eve, after they'd seen the tv fellows give 
their updates on the tv in the den, that Santa was coming in loud and 
clear on 40 meters CW and that meant he was getting close.  As they sat 
in my lap I would copy down "messages" as to his location, 
speed/altitude etc, and even some personal traffic.

I miss those days.

Merry Christmas,

Robert WPE4FGR W4RL

------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0 (Apple Message framework v734)
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII; delsp=yes; format=flowed
Message-Id: <FCC98A20-6133-4C26-928E-6A507815A878@bellsouth.net>
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
From: Tom Norris <r390a@bellsouth.net>
Subject: Re: find the bulb...
Date: Sat, 24 Dec 2005 11:20:32 -0600
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>

I was thinking the same thing, but then I remembered that I've seen  
Tek 1502's and 1503's every now and again in the $100 range.  Not a  
bad instrument to have.  Hopefully you'd use for more than checking  
$10 strings of Christmas lights.

LOL

Tom

On Dec 24, 2005, at 5:13 AM, Raymond COte wrote:

> So, Barry, the solution is to buy a TDR instead of trashing the  
> original string and purchasing a new light string.....
>
> lol
>
> he he he
>
>
> Dr. Barry L. Ornitz wrote:
>
>
>> While the entire unit might be isolated from ground, remember the  
>> two input
>> sensor plates should not be connected to floating op-amp inputs.   
>> Input bias
>> currents, however small, have to have somewhere to go.
>> A good time domain reflectometer connected to the end of the  
>> string should
>> locate the blown bulb quite easily.  The twisted pair makes a  
>> transmission
>> line.  Just count up the impedance discontinuities from the series  
>> bulbs to
>> where the line opens!
>>
>>
>
>
>

------------------------------
Message-ID: <43AFD38B.1020800@hawaii.rr.com>
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 01:27:07 -1000
From: Raymond COte <rjcote@hawaii.rr.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: find the bulb...
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Thanks Tom.   I have a Tek 1503 now, and if the prices are getting that 
low, even for one that does not work 100% it would be good to have an 
extra for parts.

Ray

Tom Norris wrote:

> I was thinking the same thing, but then I remembered that I've seen  
> Tek 1502's and 1503's every now and again in the $100 range.  Not a  
> bad instrument to have.  Hopefully you'd use for more than checking  
> $10 strings of Christmas lights.
>
> LOL
>
>

------------------------------
Message-ID: <10917859.1135613140562.JavaMail.root@mswamui-blood.atl.sa.earthlink.net>
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 11:05:40 -0500 (EST)
From: Richard Dillman <ddillman@igc.org>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: KPH east? Expedition to WSL
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit


>What a wonderful, detailed report and such excellent images.
>
>The site is, as the British say, a bit of a pig's breakfast. My guess 
>is that there is too little left to get going again.
>
>Comment invited!
>
>Again, thanks to Dick Dillman for this work.

Thanks, OM.  It's a pleasure, of course.  I've engaged in quite a bit of "radio archeology", as I call it.  These expeditions usually begin with the whisper of a rumor that some kind of radio installation exists somewhere.  My next step is usually to research the installation in my library of ITU publications.  If it's a site I can go to, I program my GPS for the lat/lon listed in the ITU publication (and print out a map of the lat/lon from MapQuest).  Then I start driving.  For some reason the GPS arrow pointing to the site and the mileage counting down add to the adventure for me.  The results of my various expeditions will be posted on the revised MRHS Web site... someday.  But for now, those interested in such things may visit these prototype pages of future Web site additions:

o NLG - Radiocompass station at Pt. Reyes.  It began with a plank of wood.  A friend gave me a plank from an ancient shipping crate.  On it was written "NLG Pt. Reyes".  The rest is history - or rediscovered history.  This is a list of photos, not yet a Web page.

http://www.radiomarine.org/NLG/

o KMI - No GPS required...  It's "next door" to KPH!

http://www.radiomarine.org/KMI/

VY 73,

RD

=================================
Richard Dillman, W6AWO
Maritime Radio Historical Society
http://www.radiomarine.org
Collector of Harleys, Willys and
Radios over 100lbs.
=================================

------------------------------
Message-ID: <002901c60a3d$0fb46040$6501a8c0@akorn.net>
From: "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Improving  how your Johnson works
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 11:54:32 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I posted something on my web page about the Johnson audio
mods I see, after verifying results on my Ranger II.

Please feel free to comment.

http://www.w8ji.com/Johnson%20audio%20mods.htm

------------------------------
Content-class: urn:content-classes:message
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative;
	boundary="----_=_NextPart_001_01C60A4E.202CDFF8"
Subject: 516F-2 115/230 primary
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 13:56:49 -0500
Message-ID: <5DB55C95EDBFFA4383CE672594D7E0D201984CFA@EXCHANGE.usn.root.ent>
From: "Comarow, Avery" <ACOMAROW@usnews.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: "Boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com>

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------_=_NextPart_001_01C60A4E.202CDFF8
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Anybody know whether there's a way to tell from the serial number when =
Collins began shipping this with a dual-voltage primary? Mine is SN =
21156. I remember very well the struggle to line up the bolt holes when =
putting the supply in the cabinet and I'd MUCH prefer not to pull the =
chassis to check the transformer.
=20
Thanks!
=20
Avery W3AVE

------_=_NextPart_001_01C60A4E.202CDFF8
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

------_=_NextPart_001_01C60A4E.202CDFF8--

------------------------------
Message-ID: <002901c60a4e$b536c470$f9e47443@KB6NAX>
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Improving  how your Johnson works
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 11:00:53 -0800
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Tom, my comments:

Nice website, wish I had more time to explore it thoroughly.

The diode thing sounds like the super modulation mod gone bad.  The idea was
to get more upward modulation by in effect reducing the downward modulation
peak.  Haven't got a schematic of that mod within easy reach, it's here
soooomwhere.

My pursuit of high quality audio is for music listening purposes, not
ragchewing.  Once came across a McIntosh 75 with 470uF caps added to the
power supply.  Pretty rough on the rectifiers and power tranformer.  No
doubt Spice would have shown it to be nonsense.

Arden Allen
KB6NAX

------------------------------
Message-ID: <1955505.1135642644632.JavaMail.root@mswamui-blood.atl.sa.earthlink.net>
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 19:17:24 -0500 (EST)
From: Richard Dillman <ddillman@igc.org>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: "New" WSL Photos
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit


Courtesy of OM  Flanagan, W2KRM, we now can see what the interior of the WSL transmitter station looked like when it was in use, a view of the antenna and closeups of two of the three transmitters (see photos WSL-11a through WSL-11e).  George has also provided a photo of the WSL receiving station (WSL-37).

All photos may be seen at:

http://www.radiomarine.org/WSL/

RD

=================================
Richard Dillman, W6AWO
Maritime Radio Historical Society
http://www.radiomarine.org
Collector of Harleys, Willys and
Radios over 100lbs.
=================================

------------------------------
Message-Id: <5.2.0.9.2.20051226194501.00c24ec0@mail.voyager.net>
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 19:46:56 -0500
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Kim Herron <kherron@voyager.net>
Subject: Re: {Collins} 516F-2 115/230 primary
Cc: "Boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

Hi Avery,
>Anybody know whether there's a way to tell from the serial number when 
>Collins began shipping this with a dual-voltage primary? Mine is SN 21156. 
>I remember very well the struggle to line up the bolt holes when putting 
>the supply in the cabinet and I'd MUCH prefer not to pull the chassis to 
>check the transformer.

         Look at the P/N of the transformer.  I don't remember the whole 
number, but if the four digits in the middle
are 0434, then you should be in business.  I beleive that the 0299 was a 
dual primary as well.  The manual (RE edition),
has all the numbers



Thanks!!

Kim Herron  W8ZV
1-616-677-3706
Outgoing mail scanned for virus and worms
with McAfee Virus Scan 

------------------------------
Message-ID: <003101c60a87$63257620$0402a8c0@anikast.ca>
From: =?iso-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Guibert?= <aguibert@sympatico.ca>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Fw: 516F-2 115/230 primary
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 20:46:36 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Avery
I may over simplifying procedures but plugging it in 115V and watching the
dial light's brightness
should show you the transformer primary set up, dim bulb= 230V, bright=
115V.
If you have 230V as a source, don't try it, dig
Regards
Andre

----- Original Message ----- 

Anybody know whether there's a way to tell from the serial number when
Collins began shipping this with a dual-voltage primary? Mine is SN 21156. I
remember very well the struggle to line up the bolt holes when putting the
supply in the cabinet and I'd MUCH prefer not to pull the chassis to check
the transformer.

Thanks!

Avery W3AVE

------------------------------
From: "WF2U" <wf2u@starband.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: "New" WSL Photos
Date: Mon, 26 Dec 2005 22:46:43 -0500
Message-ID: <NABBLNEJDDKECLKHCAAPMEDDLDAA.wf2u@starband.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Richard,

Great additions to the WSL collection. If you speak to George, W2KRM, Say
hello from me. He worked for the same company as I did, and later in my
career I bumped into him again. I remember he had a Collins KW-1 at one time
which he later sold.
He should really remember the WSL site across the street from MPD...

73, Meir WF2U
Landrum, SC

> -----Original Message-----
> From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com
> [mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com]On Behalf Of Richard Dillman
> Sent: Monday, December 26, 2005 7:17 PM
> To: Old Tube Radios
> Subject: "New" WSL Photos
>
>
>
> Courtesy of OM  Flanagan, W2KRM, we now can see what the interior
> of the WSL transmitter station looked like when it was in use, a
> view of the antenna and closeups of two of the three transmitters
> (see photos WSL-11a through WSL-11e).  George has also provided a
> photo of the WSL receiving station (WSL-37).
>
> All photos may be seen at:
>
> http://www.radiomarine.org/WSL/
>
> RD
>
> =================================
> Richard Dillman, W6AWO
> Maritime Radio Historical Society
> http://www.radiomarine.org
> Collector of Harleys, Willys and
> Radios over 100lbs.
> =================================
>
>

------------------------------
Message-ID: <079b01c60af8$8a7ea2c0$fd0212ac@3rdtech.com>
From: "Nick England" <nick@3rdtech.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: find the bulb...
Date: Tue, 27 Dec 2005 10:16:41 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Just remember BA motto #3 -
"It is a damn poor job that doesn't require at least one new tool."

73,
Nick KD4CPL
----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Raymond COte" <rjcote@hawaii.rr.com>
Subject: Re: find the bulb...


> So, Barry, the solution is to buy a TDR instead of trashing the original 
> string and purchasing a new light string.....
> 

------------------------------
Message-ID: <000701c60b4c$a778ce10$0fe47443@KB6NAX>
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: find the bulb...
Date: Tue, 27 Dec 2005 17:18:42 -0800
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> "It is a damn poor job that doesn't require at least one new tool."

Or at least don't give up until you find the one you misplaced...

Arden Allen
KB6NAX

------------------------------
From: listown@nanniandjack.com (Mail List Owner)
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: ADMINISTRIVIA: Posting Admin Requests
Date: Wed, 28 Dec 2005 11:15:00 -0800 (PST)
Message-Id: <20051228191500.9EFCC1610F@osr506.nanniandjack.com>

Gang-

Please accept this periodic posting as it is intended:
A suggestion that will help everyone on the list...

If there is a problem with your email, i.e., the list suddenly stops coming
to you, or if you have problems with someone else's mail, PLEASE address
any questions to, and seek help from:

listown@nanniandjack.com

There is really no one on the list who can help you with a problem,
and if I don't happen to see your post, nothing will happen, except
you may irritate the other list members... needlessly.

This is *especially* true of the "XXXX YYYYY your mail is bouncing, please
send me a good address"

If your mail to this person is bouncing, in all likelihood, either you
have the address a bit wrong, or s/he isn't receiving mail from ANYWHERE
*especially* not from the list, which is delivered as "Bulk!"

PLEASE treat the list as a symposium.
In such an environment, with many folks attending who have paid to be
here, it is unlikely you would take up the symposium's resources to
solve an individual problem with your seating...

So, if you encounter a problem, PLEASE remember to send your questions
to me, the one person who can help, at:

listown@nanniandjack.com

Thanks for your attention
--
73
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - -
 listown@nanniandjack.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"
     "Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee"
Wed Dec 28 11:15:00 PST 2005

------------------------------
Message-ID: <43B303F9.3020302@digistar.com>
Date: Wed, 28 Dec 2005 16:30:33 -0500
From: Jason Buchanan <jsb@digistar.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: New list member, Jason N1SU with a question about 0B2
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit


hello,

I'm a new list member with a question about 0B2 regulators.  I picked up 
a few new ones dated 7052 but they don't seem to work nearly as well as 
the older ones that I have with 1950s date stamps.  The new ones don't 
have any blue glow, it's more of a red glow inside where the older tubes 
have the traditional purple glow.  The 1970s tubes do work and they do 
regulate the voltage but they don't seem to react to voltage drop the 
same way as the older tubes.

For example, if the voltage to the shack is 114 and drops below 108 when 
the furnace kicks on I see a bit of drift momentarily on my Drake R-4 
where the older tubes with the purple gas never have this problem.  I 
have two new 1970s tubes - I can't imagine that both are bad but perhaps 
they are.

tnx es 73 Jason N1SU

-- 
Jason Buchanan - Boxboro, MA
Website: http://n1su.com/

------------------------------
Message-ID: <006a01c60bfb$ecc88960$0ba1cdd1@s0023531634>
From: "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: GB> 200-300MHz FM Broadcast Band?
Date: Wed, 28 Dec 2005 16:12:52 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

| Looks like I'm not the ONLY one around here who appreciated Ken Burns
| EMPIRE OF THE AIR!!!   ;o)

NO!  I have the video I rcorded off the local PBS station in New Orleans
plus the book.  The book is much more "in depth".

| 
| I got REAL lucky recently and found a laserdisk copy of EMPIRE... it looks
| even BETTER than the
| VHS tape copy of it I ripped off of the PBS satellite distribution downlink
| at work!
| 
| 
| Anyone else here read the book he based the film on? Sarnoff comes off as
| even MORE of a bastard,
| and Edwin Howard Armstrong's legend rises even MORE in stature (and
| deservedly so!).
| 
| 
I wonder if someone, some day, will write about how much of a "bastard"
Bill Gates was and is?  Sarnoff was giving us a lot of good products and
design (for the most part).  He wasn't in comparison enriching himself
nearly as much as Gates is!  Too bad Microsoft doesn't write software
as well as RCA made electron tubes!

| Interesting part of the tale, not told in the film or book... the piracy of
| the FM band resulted
| in the creation of TV channel ONE (44 - 50 MHz)! Oddly, Sarnoff had more
| respect for the new six
| meter ham band than he had for Armstrong's FM broadcast service.
| 
|I think what Sarnoff REALLY wanted was to make Armstrong's network
and systems "obsolete".   In the meantime, Sarnoff would profit from
selling sets for the "new" FM band!  The old "freeze out the competitors"
game "corporate america" still carries on.

The real "oddball" of the "Empire" story to me was Lee DeForest.  Unfortunately
we have "ripoff artists" like Mr. White with us today enriching themselves
and ripping off the public and whoever they are "helping" in the process.

Has anybody on this reflector visited the old RCA building (now GE building)?
Are any of the murals and art deco stuff RCA and Sarnoff embellished it with
still there?  I do understand that the old RCA LF site at Rocky Point on 
Long Island is no more and nothing much still remains of that facility.

| -- 
| No virus found in this incoming message.
| Checked by AVG Free Edition.
| Version: 7.1.371 / Virus Database: 267.14.8/215 - Release Date: 12/27/2005
| 
| 

------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <p06230900bfd8c26830cf@[192.168.1.2]>
Date: Wed, 28 Dec 2005 14:32:52 -0800
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
Subject: Re: New list member, Jason N1SU with a question about 0B2
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"

HI Jason,

The most likely difference is that the new tubes regulate at a 
voltage that is just a bit higher (110V vs 105V, for instance). The 
lower the regulated voltage, the lower the line voltage can fall 
before regulation fails. A voltmeter will tell...

The glow color depends on the exact gas mixture, and here I am sans clue.

Regards,

Scott Robinson

>hello,
>
>I'm a new list member with a question about 0B2 regulators.  I 
>picked up a few new ones dated 7052 but they don't seem to work 
>nearly as well as the older ones that I have with 1950s date stamps. 
>The new ones don't have any blue glow, it's more of a red glow 
>inside where the older tubes have the traditional purple glow.  The 
>1970s tubes do work and they do regulate the voltage but they don't 
>seem to react to voltage drop the same way as the older tubes.
>
>For example, if the voltage to the shack is 114 and drops below 108 
>when the furnace kicks on I see a bit of drift momentarily on my 
>Drake R-4 where the older tubes with the purple gas never have this 
>problem.  I have two new 1970s tubes - I can't imagine that both are 
>bad but perhaps they are.
>
>tnx es 73 Jason N1SU
>
>--
>Jason Buchanan - Boxboro, MA
>Website: http://n1su.com/

------------------------------
Message-ID: <43B32C35.8030401@digistar.com>
Date: Wed, 28 Dec 2005 19:22:13 -0500
From: Jason Buchanan <jsb@digistar.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: New list member, Jason N1SU with a question about 0B2
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Morris Odell wrote:

> Don't forget the heater voltage to your tubes will vary with mains 
> voltage too. Your mains voltage might fall for a second or two as the 
> motor starting current produces a voltage drop. That might have an 
> effect on oscillator stability. Some high performance vacuum tube 
> laboratory equipment has regulated heater supplies for this reason.


I'll do some experiments using a variac.  It's not such a big deal - i'm 
making much ado about nothing - hi 


Got to get the old Harvey "Wallbanger" Wells TS90 out of the closet and 
warm it up for the weekend SKN.

73 Jason N1SU

-- 
Jason Buchanan - Boxboro, MA
Website: http://n1su.com/
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Garey Barrell wrote:

> The color is a function of the gas used to set the firing voltage.  
> The 0A2 regulates at a nominal 150 VDC and has an orange glow.  The 
> 0B2 has a blue/purple glow, and regulates at a nominal 108 VDC.   If 
> you have 0B2s that are glowing red, they may have leaked a little air 
> or be contaminated in some other way.  A "good" VR tube shouldn't vary 
> more than a volt or less as long as the "source" voltage is high 
> enough to keep the glow!


 hi - ok well I figured since both glow like faint neon inside (0B2) 
that it was a change in design since the Very old 0B2 I have in my 
shoebox had the purty purple. 

I noticed that the 0B2 stops glowing altogether when I select a crystal 
position on the R-4 that doesn't have a crystal in it which I guess is 
that way due to no current draw from the VFO.  Neat design.  Increases 
the glow factor anyway - hi


73 Jason N1SU

-- 
Jason Buchanan - Boxboro, MA
Website: http://n1su.com/
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Hi Jason,
>
> For example, if the voltage to the shack is 114 and drops below 108 when 
> the furnace kicks on I see a bit of drift momentarily on my Drake R-4 
> where the older tubes with the purple gas never have this problem.  I have 
> two new 1970s tubes - I can't imagine that both are bad but perhaps they 
> are.

Don't forget the heater voltage to your tubes will vary with mains voltage 
too. Your mains voltage might fall for a second or two as the motor starting 
current produces a voltage drop. That might have an effect on oscillator 
stability. Some high performance vacuum tube laboratory equipment has 
regulated heater supplies for this reason.

73 de Morris VK3DOC
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